
 

 

Food Contaminants Issue Tracker  
 
 

Key mtg dates (Provisional). 

Food Drink 
Europe  

• Contaminants Committee 01/04/26, 16 or 23/09/26 

• Hygiene and Official Controls WG 16/04/26, 29/09/26 

• Food Contact Materials Committee 29/04/26, 15 or 29/09/26 

• Novel Foods 10/04/26, 17/09/26 

• SCIENCE group 28/04/26, 22/09/26 

European 
COM 
Standing 
Committee 
“PAFF” 

• General Food law 12/02/26, 15/04/26, 13/05/26, 01/07/26, 16/10/26, 01/12/26 

• Biological Safety of the Food Chain 17/04/26, 17/06/26, 29/09/26, 06/11/26, 10/12/26 

• GM 27/02/27, 16/04/26, 10/06/26, 07/07/26, 09/09/26, 14/10/26, 02/12/26 

• Novel food & Toxicological Safety of the Food Chain 13/02/26, 14/04/26, 19/06/26, 25/09/26, 18/11/26 

• Control and Import Conditions 19-20/02/26, 24-25/03/26, 11-12/05/26, 18-19/06/26, 8-9/07/26, 17-18/09/26, 20-21/10/26, 
19-20/11/26, 8-9/12/26 

• Pesticide Legislation and Residues 10-11/03/26, 18-19/03/26, 29-30/07/26, 21-22/09/26, 24-25/09/26, 12-13/11/26, 23-
24/11/26, 14/12/26 

EFSA • Scientific Panel on Contaminants in the Food Chain 17/03/26, 21-23/04/26, 16-18/06/26, 20/10/26, 09-10/12/26 

• Scientific Panel on Plant Protection Products and their 
Residues 

18-19/02/26, 10-12/03/26, 22-23/04/26, 17-18/06/26, 29-30/09/26 

Codex • CAC 06-10/07/26 

• Executive Committee of the CAC 29/06/26 - 03/07/26 

• Food Hygiene TBC 

• Methods of Analysis and Sampling 09-13/03/26 

• Contaminants in Food (CCCF) TBC 

• Pesticide Residues TBC 

• Veterinary Drugs in Food 23-27/03/26 

ESA mtgs • ESA Board 24/03/26, 16/06/26, 13/10/26, 24/11/26 

• EC Regulatory Group 03/03/26, 16/06/26, 01/10/26, 13/11/26 

• Nut Processors Working Group 11/03/26, 16/06/26, 17/09/26, 05/11/26 

• Public Affairs Committee 12/03/26, 16/06/26, 30/09/26, 12/11/26 
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General 
• Reg. 2023/915 on MLs for certain contaminants in food and repealing Reg. 

1881/2006 

• Reg. 2024/1683 correcting the Latvian language version of Reg. (EU) 2023/915 
on MLs for certain contaminants in food 

• Reg. 2024/1756 amend and correcting Reg. (EU) 2023/915 on MLs for certain 
contaminants in food 

• Discussion on a draft Reg. as regards requirements for FBOs as regards sampling 
and analysis for mycotoxins and plant toxins within their self-check system 
based on HACCP principles on Agenda for CWG on 19/01/26 and on 16/02/26. 

• Guidance on quality requirements for studies on processing factors on Agenda 
for CWG on 12-13/03/26 

• Discussion on control plans on contaminants - draft Reg. amend. Reg. 2022/932 
(wild game and commodity groups) on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 

• Finalisation of the discussion on a draft Reg. amend. Reg. 2023/915 for the 
purpose of clarifying certain provisions and as regards MLs of afla, OTA, DON, 
HCA, As, Ni, Cd and melamine in food on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 

Endocrine disruptors (ED) 

• Reg. 2017/2100 setting out scientific criteria for the determination of ED 
properties pursuant to Reg. 528/2012. 

• Reg. 2018/605 amend Annex II to Reg. 1107/2009 by setting out scientific 
criteria for the determination of ED properties. 

• EFSA/ECHA Guidance on identifying EDs (07/06/18). 

• Reg. 2018/1659 amend Reg. 844/2012 in view of the scientific criteria for the 
determination of ED properties introduced by Reg 2018/605. 

• Reg. 2023/707 amending Reg. 1272/2008 as regards hazard classes and criteria 
for the classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures 

- 

Chlorates (water, infant milk, fruit and in vegetables) 

• Reg. 2020/749 amending Annex III to Reg. 396/2005 as regards MRLs for 
chlorate in or on certain products. 

• Directive (EU) 2020/2184 on the quality of water intended for human 
consumption (recast) 

• Request to provide an EFSA scientific opinion concerning the risks for public 
health related to the presence of chlorate in food from all sources, taking also 
into account its presence in drinking water (Mandate issued: 28/11/25. 
Deadline: 31/12/27). 

- 

Hydrocyanic Acid (HCA) (Apricot kernels, almonds) 

• COM plans to increase the ML for hydrocyanic acid in apricot kernels to match 
that of almonds. The ML will increase from 20 μg/kg to 35 μg/kg 

• Finalisation of the discussion on a draft Reg. amend. Reg. 2023/915 for the 
purpose of clarifying certain provisions and as regards MLs of afla, OTA, DON, HCA, 
As, Ni, Cd and melamine in food on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023R0915
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023R0915
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401683
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401683
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401756
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401756
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32017R2100
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32012R0528
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.101.01.0033.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:101:TOC
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2009/1107/oj
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5311
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R1659
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:252:0026:0032:EN:PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.101.01.0033.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:101:TOC
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2023/707/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2023/707/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R0749&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex%3A32005R0396
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2020.435.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2020%3A435%3ATOC
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Opium Alkaloids (OA) (potentially affecting poppy seeds) 

• EFSA OA in poppy seeds: assessment updated (published 16/05/18). 

• Request for an EFSA scientific opinion on the risks for public health related to 
the presence of thebaine and oripavine in poppy seeds and derived products 
(Deadline:31/12/26) 

- 

Grayanotoxins (honey) 

• EFSA Extensive literature search on grayanotoxins and 5‐HMF. 

• EFSA “Risks for human health related to the presence of grayanotoxins in certain 
honey”, Published 02/03/23 

• EFSA report on agenda for CWG for Agricultural Contaminants (07/07/23). 

• COM presented two options: either collect data on grayanotoxins in rhododen-
dron honey from Europe and then decide whether it should do something about 
this, or do not see this as a problem for the time being and no follow-up action 
on this topic. Should new information become available in the future, the need 
for follow-up will be reviewed. 

- 

Griseofulvin (spice mixes, turmeric, cinnamon) 

• PAFF 20/09/25 Confirmation that griseofulvin is a mycotoxin. No specific MLs 
therefore, Article 14 of the General Food Law is applicable. 

• COM will ask EFSA for an opinion. 

- 

Lectins 

• EURL for Mycotoxins and Plant toxins asked to provide an overview of the avail-
able methods of analysis. 

• EFSA Public hearing on plant lectins in food (09/09/25) 

• Request for an EFSA risk assessment (Deadline: 31/12/25) 

• EFSA Scientific Opinion Risks for human health related to the presence of 
plant lectins in food (Published 28/01/26) 

• On agenda for CWG on 16/02/26: EFSA opinion on the risks for human health 
related to the presence of plant lectins in food 

o a. Presentation and Q & A 
o b. Discussion on possible regulatory follow-up 

 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/180516
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-1920
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7866
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7866
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/acdba393-267f-4c68-9cea-84448a7288ee_en?filename=reg-com_toxic_20240920_sum.pdf&prefLang=it
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/public-hearing-plant-lectins-food
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9850
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.9850
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Alternaria toxins 

• Recommendation 2022/553 on monitoring the presence of Alternaria toxins in 
food. 

• Request for an update of the EFSA scientific opinion on the risks for animal and 
public health related to the presence of Alternaria toxins in feed and food (Dead-
line: 30/09/26) 

• CWG agricultural contaminants 19/01/26 
o NL: indicated that Indicative Levels are being exceeded 
o NL asked whether EFSA can be requested to conduct a new risk 

assessment for these substances and, in the meantime, to establish 
MLs for the matrices sesame seeds, hazelnuts, and (dried) figs. 

o If this is delayed or not possible, the Netherlands asks whether 
guidelines can be provided for the enforcement strategy when 
indicative levels are exceeded. 

o COM indicated that it is open to an interim adjustment of the 
indicative levels based on data from the EFSA database. 

o COM will request this data for further discussion during a subsequent 
CWG. 

Ergot alkaloids (cereals) 

• Reg. 2024/1808 amend Reg. 2023/915 as regards the application date of lower 
MLs for ergot sclerotia and ergot alkaloids in food 

- 

Fluoride 

• EFSA opinion on fluoride safety: updated intake levels for all ages (22/07/25) 

• On CWG agenda on 25/11/25: 
a. EFSA updated exposure assessment of fluoride in food and drinking water 

including the contribution from other sources of oral exposure. 
b. DK poster on fluoride in tea. 

• Following discussion, the COM concluded that no health risks have been identi-

fied, except for the risk of mild fluorosis in children aged 4-8 years, based on a 

conservative exposure estimate. For the time being, there is no need to amend 

the contaminant legislation. 

- 

T-2 & HT-2 (potentially affecting cereals) 

• T-2 and HT-2 on the JECFA priority list at CCCF mtg (March 2018). 

• Reg. 2024/1038 amend Reg. 2023/915 as regards MLs of T-2 and HT-2 toxins in 
food 

- 

Matrine in black tea and licorice (Sophora species, Fabaceae family) 

• EFSA to provide a scientific opinion on the risk for public health due to the 
presence of matrine and oxymatrine in food (Deadline: 31/12/26) 

- 

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reco/2022/553/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401808
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401808
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/9478
http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FMeetings%252FCX-735-12%252FDRAFT%2BREPORT%252Fdraft_Appendix%2B10%2B-%2BPL%2Bfor%2BJECFA.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401038
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401038
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Quinolizidine alkaloids (QA) 

• EFSA Scientific opinion on the risks for animal and human health related to the 
presence of QA in feed and food, in particular in lupins and lupin‐derived prod‐
ucts (Issued: 05/11/19). 

• CWG on Agricultural Contaminants on 8/07/24 indicates that there was a dis-
cussion on finalisation of the discussion on a draft recommendation on quinoliz-
idine alkaloids in food (albine, anagyrin, angustifoline, lupanine, isolupanine, 
multiflorine, 13α-hydroxylupanine, lupinine, sparteine should be analysed) 

• The recommendation will include a reference to sampling according to Reg. 
333/2007. Animal products are not directly included in the scope of the recom-
mendation but are recommended for monitoring. 

• PAFF of 20/09/24 discussed further (link) 

• GAs and QA: exchange of views on the data available in the EFSA database on 
agenda for CWG on 19/01/26. 

• NL note: COM shared information on GAs that has been collected within the 
EFSA database. The data show that potato products, in particular, can contain 
GAs in excess of 100 mg/kg. However, the data are still too limited to determine 
MLs. This point will be addressed in a subsequent CWG once more data be-
comes available. 

Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC)  
• ML for Δ-9 THC in hemp leaves for infusion on agenda of CWG mtg on 

Agricultural Contaminants, 17/07/25. 
o COM proposes a ML of 40 mg/kg for THC in hemp leaves for the 

preparation of hemp tea. Additionally, COM proposes that the label 
must state that the leaves are not suitable for tea intended for infants 
and young children and that no dairy products or other fatty products 
may be present during the preparation of the tea. COM will prepare a 
proposal and share it with the MSs for comment in mid-August. The 
text will be finalized at the next CWG 

• Public consultation on Draft EFSA scientific opinion on the derivation of a HBGV 
for Δ8-THC and its occurrence in food (Deadline: 15/09/25) 

• EFSA scientific opinion on the derivation of a HBGV for Δ8-THC (Published: 
18/11/25). 

• On agenda for CWG on 19/01/26 presentation on EFSA opinion on Δ8-THC. 
• On agenda for CWG on 16/02/26: EFSA opinion on Δ8-THC and its occurrence in 

food 
o a. Presentation and Q & A 
o b. Discussion on possible regulatory follow-up 

 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5860
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5860
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5860
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/16a1ab99-192f-4b03-b757-5485b2c948cd_en?filename=reg-com_toxic_20240920_agenda.pdf
https://connect.efsa.europa.eu/RM/s/consultations/publicconsultation2/a0lTk000005BiAv/pc1555
https://connect.efsa.europa.eu/RM/s/consultations/publicconsultation2/a0lTk000005BiAv/pc1555
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9735
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Aflatoxins (potentially affecting oilseeds, tree nuts, cereals, spices, dried fruits) 

• Reg. 2017/1269 amending Reg. 2015/949. 

• CODEX - CCCF June 2025: Sampling plans for total afla and OTA A in certain 
spices (at Step 7) CX/CF 25/18/7 

• CODEX - CCCF June 2025: ML and associated sampling plan for total afla in RTE 
peanuts (at Step 4) CX/CF 25/18/8 

• CODEX - CCCF June 2025: Revision of the CoP for the prevention and reduction 
of afla contamination in peanuts (CXC 55-2004) (at Step 4) CX/CF 25/18/9 

• CODEX - CCCF June 2025: Review of the CoP for the reduction of afla B1 in raw 
materials and supplemental feeding stuffs for milk-producing animals (CXC 45-
1997) CX/CF 25/18/13 

• CODEX - CCCF June 2025: Analysis of occurrence data of afla in cereals CX/CF 
25/18/19 

• Continuation of the criteria/conditions for companies/processes to be listed as 
company able to reduce the presence of afla through sorting or other physical 
treatment – Update of the guidance document on agenda of CWG mtg on Agri-
cultural Contaminants, 17/07/25. 

o COM indicated that foodstuffs other than tree nuts, including rice, will 
be described in the document.  

o COM expects to be able to submit a new version for review by the MSs 
for the next CWG. 

On agenda for CWG on 19/01/26. 

• Continuation of the criteria/conditions for companies/processes to be listed 
as company able to reduce the presence of afla through sorting or other phys-
ical treatment – Update of the guidance document (this item was not dis-
cussed due to a lack of time, now on agenda for CWG on 16/02/26). 

• Discussion on the proposal on sampling and analysis for mycotoxins and plant 
toxins within their self-check system based on HACPP principles (also on 
agenda for CWG on 16/02/26). 

• Discussion on amendments, clarifications and corrections Reg. 2023/2782 
laying down the methods of sampling and analysis for the control of the levels 
of mycotoxins in food. 

• Discussion on the draft Reg. amending Reg. 2023/915 as regards certain con-
taminants (Contaminants Omnibus). This item discusses the agreed-upon 
amendments to Reg. 2023/915, both during previous and current CWG meet-
ings. This includes: 

o ML for afla in tiger nuts (dried) 
o Clarification of the text "other physical treatment" in 1.1.13 (afla in 

maize and rice) 
o COM will share a new version with MS. A decision will then be made 

during the next CWG (On agenda for CWG on 16/02/26). 

• Finalisation of the discussion on a draft Reg. amend. Reg. 2023/915 for the 
purpose of clarifying certain provisions and as regards MLs of afla, OTA, DON, 
HCA, As, Ni, Cd and melamine in food on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32017R1269
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:JOL_2015_156_R_0002
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2023/2782/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/915/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/915/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/915/oj/eng
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Pyrrolizidine alkaloids (potentially affecting cereal products through contamination during growing/harvest) 

• (21/09/20) foreseen that MLs would apply as from 1/07/21. 

• Reg. 2020/2040 amend Reg. 1881/2006 as regards MLs of PA in certain 
foodstuffs 

• CODEX - CCCF June 2025: Review of the CoP for weed control to prevent and 
reduce PA contamination in food and feed (CXC 74-2014) CX/CF 25/18/10 

• PA on agenda of CWG on Agricultural Contaminants 4/03/25. 

• Discussion on PA on agenda of CWG mtg on Agricultural Contaminants, 
17/07/25. Considerable resistance from a number of MSs to increasing the 
MLs. 

• COM will submit a proposal to the next CWG that will incorporate input from 
the current CWG and data from the EFSA database. 

• On CWG agenda for 19/01/26 and 16/02/26 discussion on pyrrolizidine alka-
loids 

o a. Information from EUROPAM/FSE as regards herbs and food sup-
plements  

o b. Information from THIE as regards tea – herbal infusions  
o c. Information form ESA as regards spices 

• NL report of CWG: data on PAs in herbs provided by industry was discussed. 
Industry requests COM and MSs to increase the MLs for approximately 20 
herbs from 400 to 1000 μg/kg. 

• Industry also requests the CWG to: 
o increase the ML for food supplements to 1000 μg/kg, as these con-

tain dried herbs or herbal extracts for which a ML of 1000 μg/kg ap-
plies 

o include a concentration factor of 4 for powdered botanical extracts in 
Reg. 2023/915.  

• Several MSs, including NLs, indicated that they are not in favour of increasing 
the MLs in general, specifically for PAs.  

• One MS indicated that they can accept this, if the increase is also supported 
by EFSA data. 

• COM will present a proposal at the next CWG. 

Glycoalkaloids (potentially affecting Solanaceae species) 

• EFSA risk assessment of GAs in feed and food, in particular in potatoes and po-
tato‐derived products. (11/08/20). 

• Recommendation 2022/561 on monitoring the presence of GA in potatoes and 
potato-derived products. 

• Outcomes from MINGLYKA project expected to be published 2026. 
 

• GAs and quinolizidine alkaloids: exchange of views on the data available in the 
EFSA database on agenda for CWG on 19/01/26. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R2040&qid=1608072564895
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex%3A32006R1881
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6222
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6222
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reco/2022/561/oj
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Tropane alkaloids (TA) (potentially affecting Brassicaceae and Solanaceae species, oilseeds and cereals)  

• Reg. 2021/1408 amend Reg. 1881/2006 as regards MLs of TA in certain 
foodstuffs MLs applicable from 01/09/22. 

• Reg. 2023/2783 laying down the methods of sampling and analysis for the 
control of the levels of plant toxins in food and repealing Reg. 2015/705 

• CCCF17 Panama City (15-19/04/24) Discussion Paper on TAs in Foods 

• JECFA Call for data on occurrence in food and feed at different production 
stages. Deadline: 31/10/24 

• CODEX - CCCF June 2025: Development of a CoP for the prevention and 
reduction of TA in food and feed (CX/CF 25/18/14) 

- 

Zearalenone (potentially affecting cereals) 

• EFSA Opinion on the risks for animal health related to the presence of 
fumonisins and their modified forms in feed (published 22/03/18). 

• EFSA Opinion on appropriateness to set a group health-based guidance value 
for fumonisins and their modified forms (published on 23/02/18). 

• EFSA Extensive literature search for studies related to fumonisins and their 
modified forms (published on 23/02/18). 

• COM: With ZEA and fumonisins, it is to be seen if the current MLs are still ap-
propriate. There is little known about the occurrence in food, therefore it was 
planned that EFSA would do a big survey on the modified forms in feed and 
food in the EU. The survey has not yet gone through, therefore there is little 
data available. MS are reluctant to have a monitoring exercise. The EURL is 
looking at the method that can be used to cover the majority. 

• ZEA modified forms –relative potency factors –feed (animal health -transfer 
feed to food of animal origin). MLs not foreseen to be considered for reg for 
the time being. 

- 

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/1408/oj
file://///fdf.net.local/ppa/GroupData/Current%20files/Trackers/General%20Contaminants/Reg.%201881/2006
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2023/2783
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2023/2783
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FMeetings%252FCX-735-17%252FWorking%2Bdocuments%252Fcf17_11e.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5242
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5172
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/1148e
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Deoxynivalenol (DON) (potentially affecting cereals) 

• EFSA Opinion on “Risks to human and animal health related to the presence of 
DON and its acetylated and modified forms in food and feed” published on 
11/09/17. 

• PAFF Summary mtg (23/06/20) COM launched a stakeholder consultation on 
revised MLs for DON. ESA response to consultation submitted 14/09/20. 

• EFSA Assessment of information as regards the toxicity of DON for horses and 
poultry (published 02/02/23) 

• Reg. (EU) 2024/1022 amend Reg. (EU) 2023/915 as regards MLs of DON in food 
• Informal report of CWG on Agricultural Contaminants on 8/07/24 indicates that 

there was a discussion on the review of the ML for DON in wheat bran not 
placed on the market for the final consumer.  

• There is a divided opinion about the B2B approach. During production there is 
a lot of effort to reach the current limit. On the one hand there is resistance to 
a greater exposure to the public. On the other hand there is the side of the 
sector not reaching the ML. COM decides to go for the introduction of 750 
ug/kg B2B. 

• Discussion on the review of the ML for DON in wheat bran not placed on the 
market for the final consumer on agenda of CWG mtg on Agricultural Contami-
nants, 17/07/25. 

• COM proposes a higher ML for DON in wheat bran for B2B. 

• COM can agree with a ML of 900 μg/kg for the following reasons: 
1) This increase recognizes that with the current ML, too much wheat bran 
can be rejected and that there are peaks to higher concentrations due to 
year-to-year variations 
2) this increase has no effect on the MLs for relevant consumer products. 
The MLs for these products (such as breakfast products) will not change. 

• An ML increase is supported by data from the EFSA database. 

• About half of the MS are not in favour of increasing the ML. 

• One MS proposes that an increase could be subject to a time limit. 

• COM will present a proposal at the next CWG. 

• On CWG Agenda for 19/01/26, finalisation of the discussion on the review of the 
ML for DON in wheat bran not placed on the market for the final consumer. 

o NL note: Due to climate change, DON levels in grains are increasing, and 
the industry is struggling to meet the ML. 

o It is proposed to set a higher ML for business-to-business for DON in 
wheat bran. Based on the discussion during the previous CWG, COM 
proposed increasing the ML to 750 μg/kg. All MSs agreed. 

• Discussion on the draft Reg. amend. Reg. 2023/915 as regards certain contami-
nants (Contaminants Omnibus). This item discusses the agreed-upon amend-
ments, both during previous and current CWG meetings. This includes: 

o Addition of a footnote so that the ML for OTA, DON, ZEN, and T-2 and 
HT-2 in bakery products also applies to breadcrumbs. 

o ML for DON in wheat bran for B2B of 750 μg/kg (see agenda item 3 of 
this CWG) 

o COM will share a new version with MS. A decision will then be made 
during the next CWG. 

• Finalisation of the discussion on a draft Reg. amend. Reg. 2023/915 for the pur-
pose of clarifying certain provisions and as regards MLs of afla, OTA, DON, HCA, 
As, Ni, Cd and melamine in food on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 
 

 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4718
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4718
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/reg-com_toxic_20200623_sum.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/7806?utm_source=EFSA+Newsletters&utm_campaign=9bf8aed699-EMAIL_ALERTS_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7ea646dd1d-9bf8aed699-63938041
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/7806?utm_source=EFSA+Newsletters&utm_campaign=9bf8aed699-EMAIL_ALERTS_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7ea646dd1d-9bf8aed699-63938041
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401022
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Ochratoxin A (OTA) 

• Reg. 2022/1370 amend Reg. 1881/2006 as regards ML of OTA in certain 
foodstuffs. 

• CWG for agricultural Contaminants (21/12/23): Sampling and analysis of OTA in 
ham and cheese. 

• Summary report of PAFF of 27/02/24: 
o The information provided by Türkiye as regards the ML for OTA in 

dried apricots and dried mulberries will be examined in detail in view 
of a possible future amend to the Reg. 

• Informal report of CWG on Agricultural Contaminants on 8/07/24 indicates that 
Turkey has requested to increase the MLs of several matrices. COM has 
requested data on sulphated and unsulphated dried apricots. For mulberries, 
COM has agreed to increase to 8 ug/kg for afla B1. HCN in apricot kernels can 
be equated with bitter almonds 

• Discussion the ML for OTA in dried apricots, dried mulberries and for HCA in 
apricot kernels on agenda of CWG mtg on Agricultural Contaminants, 17/07/25. 

o Turkey has requested an increase in the OTA ML for dried apricots and 
dried mulberries and an equalization of the HCN ML for apricot kernels 
with that for almonds. 

o COM has requested EFSA data for the various products. The data do 
not support an increase in the ML for dried apricots. However, the EF-
SA database cannot distinguish between sulfured and unsulfated dried 
apricots, while the Turkish data show that unsulfated dried apricots 
may contain more OTA.  

o Based on the Turkish data, COM proposes increasing the OTA ML in 
unsulfated apricots to 5 μg/kg. 

• MS agree to an increase in the ML to 8 μg/kg (inclusion in group 1.2.1.1 'Dried 
grapes (currants, raisins and sultanas) and dried figs') for mulberries. MS also 
agree to an increase in the ML from 20 to 35 μg/kg for HCN in apricot kernels. 

• On CWG Agenda for 19/01/26, Discussion on the draft Reg. amend. Reg. 
2023/915 as regards certain contaminants (Contaminants Omnibus). This item 
discusses the agreed-upon amendments, both during previous and current CWG 
meetings. This includes: 

o Addition of a footnote so that the ML for OTA, DON, ZEN, and T-2 and 
HT-2 in bakery products also applies to breadcrumbs. 

o ML for OTA in dried unsulfated apricots 
o Add dried mulberries to 1.2.1.1 (OTA in dried fruit) 
o COM will share a new version with MS. A decision will then be made 

during the next CWG. 

• Finalisation of the discussion on a draft Reg. amend. Reg. 2023/915 for the pur-
pose of clarifying certain provisions and as regards MLs of afla, OTA, DON, HCA, 
As, Ni, Cd and melamine in food on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/1370/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2006/1881/oj
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Fumonisins and other toxins from Fusarium (potentially affecting cereals) 

• Fumonisins modified forms –MLs not foreseen to be considered for reg for the 
time being. 

• Summary Report of the CWG on agricultural contaminants of 14/02/24: 
o Discussion on a draft Reg. amending Reg. 2023/2782 laying down the 

methods of sampling and analysis for the control of the levels of 
mycotoxins in food as regards the method of sampling for dried herbs, 
herbal infusions (dried product), teas (dried product) and powdered 
spices. 

• On agenda for PAFF of 27/02/24. An approach was discussed for a draft Reg. 
providing rules to be applied by business operators as regards the sampling and 
analysis when performing obligatory auto-controls on the presence of 
mycotoxins and plant toxins; a targeted stakeholder consultation was launched 
on the approach. 

• EFSA scientific opinion on the genotoxicity of beauvericin (09/10/24) 

• draft Reg. for FBOs as regards sampling and analysis for mycotoxins and plant 
toxins within their self-check system based on HACCP on agenda of CWG mtg 
on Agricultural Contaminants, 17/07/25. 

o COM provided an initial draft Reg. describing the requirements for 
analytical checks by companies. MS to feedback for the next CWG. 

• Request for an update of the EFSA scientific opinion on the risks for animal and 
public health related to the presence of beauvericin and enniatins in feed and 
food, as regards enniatins (Deadline: 30/09/26) 

• Request for an update of the scientific opinion on the risks for animal and 
public health related to the presence of beauvericin and enniatins in feed and 
food, as regards beauvericin (Deadline: 31/12/27) 

 

- 

 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.9031
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Other mycotoxins and phycotoxins 

• Ciguatoxins on priority list of contaminants and naturally occurring toxicants for 
evaluation by JECFA (March 2018). 

• EFSA scientific opinion on the risks to human and animal health related to the 
presence of 4,15‐diacetoxyscirpenol (DAS) in food and feed published on 
16/08/18. 

• EFSA has published a report on the availability of toxicity data on calystegines. 
PAFF agreed that no follow up is possible as regards the presence of calystegines 
in food for the moment. 

• EFSA has published an external scientific report on risk assessment modelling 
approach of mycotoxin mixtures in food and feed (24/01/20). 

• EFSA Art 34 - Risk characterisation of ciguatera poisoning in Europe (19/05/21). 

• EFSA Art 34 - Emerging risks Evaluation of ciguatoxins in seafood and the 
environment in Europe (19/05/21). 

• Patulin: COM to work on extension of ML to other solid fruit products 

• Reg. 2023/2782 laying down the methods of sampling and analysis for the 
control of the levels of mycotoxins in food and repealing Reg. 401/2006 

• Reg. 2024/885 amend. Reg. 2023/2782 laying down the methods of sampling 
and analysis for the control of the levels of mycotoxins in food as regards the 
method of sampling for dried herbs, herbal infusions (dried product), teas (dried 
product) and powdered spices 

• COM issued stakeholder consultation on requirements for sampling and methods 
analysis for autocontrols for the presence of mycotoxins and plant toxins in food 
(March 2024) 

• Request for an update of the EFSA scientific opinion on the risks for animal and 
public health related to the presence of phomopsins in feed and food (Deadline: 
31/12/26) 

- 

 

http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FMeetings%252FCX-735-12%252FDRAFT%2BREPORT%252Fdraft_Appendix%2B10%2B-%2BPL%2Bfor%2BJECFA.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2018.5367
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5574
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-1757
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-1757
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-6647
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-6648
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-6648
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2023/2782/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2023/2782/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/885/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/885/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/885/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/885/oj
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Dioxins and PCBs (potentially affecting all ingredients, particularly associated with meats and fats) 

• EFSA Scientific Opinion on Decontamination of dioxins, PCBs and other unwanted 
substances in fish oil by physical filtration with activated carbon. Adopted 
21/11/17. 

• COM Reg 2017/644 2017 laying down methods of sampling and analysis for the 
control of levels of dioxins, DL-PCBs and NDL-PCBs in certain foodstuffs and 
repealing Reg 589/2014 

• COM. Reg 2017/771 amending Reg. 152/2009 as regards the methods for the 
determination of the levels of dioxins and PCBs. 

• EFSA Scientific Opinion on Detoxification of dioxins and PCBs in fish oil and fish 
meal by physical filtration with activated carbon. Adopted 23/01/18. 

• EFSA Scientific Opinion on Detoxification of dioxins in fish meal by exchange of 
dioxin-contaminated fish oil from fish meal to a dioxin filtered oil. Adopted 
23/01/18. 

• EFSA Scientific Opinion on the risks for human and animal health related to the 
presence of dioxins and DL-PCBs in food and feed. Published on 20/11/18. 

• Reg. 2019/1021 on POPs. 

• Reg. 2022/2002 amend Reg. 1881/2006 as regards MLs of dioxins and DL-PCBs in 
certain foodstuffs (published on 24/10/22). 

• Summary report of PAFF of 27/02/24:  
o Discussions took place on possible amendments to the derogation for 

dioxins and DL-PCBs in fish from the Baltic region 
o Discussions have started on MLs for non-dioxin-like PCBs in meat and 

meat products of horse, rabbit, wild boar (Sus scrofa), wild game birds, 
of Cervidae (e.g. venison), liver and derived products of wild game birds 

• On Agenda of CWG on POPs 3/09/24: Discussion on MLs for NDL-PCBs in meat, 
meat products, liver and derived products of horse, rabbit, wild boar, wild game 
birds and Cervidae. 

• On Agenda of CWG on Environmental and Industrial Contaminants 12-13/12/24. 

• Targeted Consultation on MLs for NDL-PCBs in meat, meat products, liver and 
derived products of horse, rabbit, wild boar, wild game birds and Cervidae 
(deadline: 2/05/25) 

• EFSA public consultation on draft scientific opinion on the update of the risk 
assessment of dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs in feed and food (closed 26/01/26) 

o Updated TWI of 0.6 pg/kg bw, exceeded for all age groups 
o Draft opinion for adoption at EFSA CONTAM panel 03-04/02/26. 

Deadline is 30/04/26. 
 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5081
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5081
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32017R0644
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32014R0589
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32017R0771
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:054:0001:0130:EN:PDF
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5174
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5173
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5173
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5333
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5333
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R1021
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/2002/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02006R1881-20220701
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/have-your-say-dioxins-and-related-pcbs
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/have-your-say-dioxins-and-related-pcbs
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PFAS: PFOS and PFOA (potentially affecting all ingredients, particularly associated with meats and fish) 

• EFSA Scientific Opinion on the risk to human health related to the presence of 
PFOS and PFOA in food published on 13/12/18. 

• EFSA Scientific Opinion on Risk to human health related to the presence of 
PFAS in food published 17/09/20. 

• Recommendation 2022/1431 on the monitoring of PFAS in food. 

• Reg. 2022/1428 laying down methods of sampling and analysis for the control 
of PFAS in certain foodstuffs. 

• WTO consultation on the Reg. amend Reg. 1881/2006 concerning MLs of PFAS 
closed 02/09/22. 

• Reg. 2022/2388 amending Reg. 1881/2006 as regards MLs off perfluoroalkyl 
substances in certain foodstuffs. 

• EFSA Project on the use of NAMs to explore the immunotoxicity of PFAS 
(issued: 23/08/24) 

• Reg. 2025/718 amend Reg. 2019/1021 of the EP and of the Council as regards 
PFAS and its derivatives 

• Reg. 2025/40 on packaging and packaging waste, amending Reg. 2019/1020 

• BfR International Conference on PFAS 08-10/10/25 – Challenges and scientific 
perspectives in human health risk assessment 

• Updates from EFSA’s workshop on latest advancement of PFAS risk 
assessment 17/11/25: 

o Focus on TFA with joint mandate for ECHA/EFSA on environmental 
behaviour of TFA from pesticides and biocides 

o Scientific Opinion expected by June 2027. 

• ANSES published results of the French PFAS measurement campaign (2023-
2025) 

• EU monitoring recommendation in foods ended 2025 

• ECHA will launch a 60-day public consultation on the Committee for Socio-
Economic Analysis (SEAC) draft opinion regarding the EU-wide PFAS restriction 
proposal in Spring 2026, following their March 2026 meeting. 

• Opinion expected to be adopted by December 2026. 

• UK Government published “PFAS Plan” on 03/02/26 a ‘cross-government, 
science-led plan to understand impacts of PFAS on public health and the 
environment, with coordinated actions to minimise risks’. 

 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5194
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6223
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reco/2022/1431/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2022/1428/oj
https://app.euissuetracker.com/document/draft-commission-regulation-amending-regulation-ec-no-1881-2006-as-regards-maximum-levels-of-perfluoroalkyl-substances-in-certain-foodstuffs-rev-2/
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2006/1881/2022-07-01
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/2388/oj
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-8926
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202500718
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202500718
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2025/40/oj/eng
https://www.anses.fr/en/content/pfas-results-national-measurement-campaign-drinking-water#:~:text=The%20national%20campaign%20to%20measure,per%2D%20and%20polyfluoroalkyl%20compounds).
https://www.google.com/search?q=Committee+for+Socio-Economic+Analysis&oq=ECHA+consultation+on+PFAS+ban+draft+opinion&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigAdIBBzI0OGowajSoAgCwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAW3lQu7MeY2u_Nu9wtclW6WG2grqk8HhcnO8uMNOPn8O52PrsjTxuQ8098HOFuabp-uLnkAeMXi1pzgL-Uljmb8RXQ6uvOTJSdWSzrl6HLV9M7ebkdXfEsNQ1O9zATOHbcABXfcLsffXw3YOEElCR5Vo8TxmFBcyKeSWCeMX7q25WjLXDA__hgqSXQ6Cf2H3t0Rxen46yxEEtUwxZVe_K2EGvdviuLYHugMkTP4gC8geLYQsXZ_F0ZwvQXQ8XDQ7Chq4KmxIUq1Ra1tp-YfGTr&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjcsoXens-SAxWLUEEAHXotCqEQgK4QegQIARAB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Committee+for+Socio-Economic+Analysis&oq=ECHA+consultation+on+PFAS+ban+draft+opinion&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigAdIBBzI0OGowajSoAgCwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAW3lQu7MeY2u_Nu9wtclW6WG2grqk8HhcnO8uMNOPn8O52PrsjTxuQ8098HOFuabp-uLnkAeMXi1pzgL-Uljmb8RXQ6uvOTJSdWSzrl6HLV9M7ebkdXfEsNQ1O9zATOHbcABXfcLsffXw3YOEElCR5Vo8TxmFBcyKeSWCeMX7q25WjLXDA__hgqSXQ6Cf2H3t0Rxen46yxEEtUwxZVe_K2EGvdviuLYHugMkTP4gC8geLYQsXZ_F0ZwvQXQ8XDQ7Chq4KmxIUq1Ra1tp-YfGTr&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjcsoXens-SAxWLUEEAHXotCqEQgK4QegQIARAB
https://www.google.com/search?q=PFAS+restriction+proposal&oq=ECHA+consultation+on+PFAS+ban+draft+opinion&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigAdIBBzI0OGowajSoAgCwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAW3lQu7MeY2u_Nu9wtclW6WG2grqk8HhcnO8uMNOPn8O52PrsjTxuQ8098HOFuabp-uLnkAeMXi1pzgL-Uljmb8RXQ6uvOTJSdWSzrl6HLV9M7ebkdXfEsNQ1O9zATOHbcABXfcLsffXw3YOEElCR5Vo8TxmFBcyKeSWCeMX7q25WjLXDA__hgqSXQ6Cf2H3t0Rxen46yxEEtUwxZVe_K2EGvdviuLYHugMkTP4gC8geLYQsXZ_F0ZwvQXQ8XDQ7Chq4KmxIUq1Ra1tp-YfGTr&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjcsoXens-SAxWLUEEAHXotCqEQgK4QegQIARAC
https://www.google.com/search?q=PFAS+restriction+proposal&oq=ECHA+consultation+on+PFAS+ban+draft+opinion&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigAdIBBzI0OGowajSoAgCwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAW3lQu7MeY2u_Nu9wtclW6WG2grqk8HhcnO8uMNOPn8O52PrsjTxuQ8098HOFuabp-uLnkAeMXi1pzgL-Uljmb8RXQ6uvOTJSdWSzrl6HLV9M7ebkdXfEsNQ1O9zATOHbcABXfcLsffXw3YOEElCR5Vo8TxmFBcyKeSWCeMX7q25WjLXDA__hgqSXQ6Cf2H3t0Rxen46yxEEtUwxZVe_K2EGvdviuLYHugMkTP4gC8geLYQsXZ_F0ZwvQXQ8XDQ7Chq4KmxIUq1Ra1tp-YfGTr&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjcsoXens-SAxWLUEEAHXotCqEQgK4QegQIARAC
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pfas-plan?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=chemicals-guidance-hse&utm_term=pfas-plan&utm_content=reach-3-feb-25
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BFR 

• Anticipated that EFSA will issue a summary report/risk assessment based upon 
data submitted under Recommendation 2014/118/ EU. 

• PHE issued updated guidance on BFR: incident management and toxicology 
(07/08/18). 

• Updated EFSA risk assessment of hexabromocyclododecanes (HBCDDs) in food 
(published 08/03/21). 

• EFSA Update of the risk assessment of polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) 
in food (24/01/24) 

• On Agenda CWG on POPs of 3/09/24: 

• EFSA opinion on an update of the risk assessment on PBDEs in food 
(EFSA presentation). 

• EFSA opinion on an update of the risk assessment on TBPPA in food 
(EFSA presentation). 

• CWG on POPs, 18/03/25, received a presentation on phosphorous flame 
retardants, which are used as substitutes for phased-out BFR. Toxicity and 
epidemiological studies suggest these compounds may have adverse health 
effects and are found in a wide range of food products, implying potentially 
high exposure. 

• COM proposed requesting EFSA to conduct a risk assessment to identify data 
gaps and prioritise substances within the group for monitoring. 

• EFSA Opinion on the Risk Assessment of Brominated Phenols and Their 
Derivatives in Food 

• No health risk from exposure to this group of flame retardants. 

• COM may still recommend monitoring due to lack of data 

• Request for an EFSA opinion on the risks to public health related to the 
presence of organophosphorus flame retardants in food and drinking water 
(Mandate issued: 23/05/25. Deadline 30/09/27). 

 

- 

javascript:popup('../../Pages/Document/document_popup.aspx?d_id=11548&doc_id=22738','22738');
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/brominated-flame-retardants-properties-incident-management-and-toxicology?utm_source=30f53b1b-bc5a-406f-a754-833289c8e87e&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://europa.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6bc309c39d67dee1eb0bf114&id=2360690b00&e=9aa8b0042d
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8497
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8497
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.9034
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2024.9034


 

Before 31 December 2025 After 1 January 2026 

 

16  Last Update 10/02/26 

Food Contaminants Issue Tracker  

 

Chlorinated paraffins 

• EFSA request for a scientific opinion on the risks for animal and human health 
related to the presence of chlorinated paraffins in feed and food on 13/12/16. 
Revised Deadline is 30/03/20. 

• EFSA Public consultation on the scientific opinion on the risks for animal and 
human health related to the presence of chlorinated paraffins in feed and food 
(deadline 17/09/20). 

• EFSA opinion on agenda for POPs CWG on 21/01/20. 

• Feedback from 21/02/20: The draft EFSA opinion on chlorinated paraffins was 
subject to public consultation in 2019. EFSA is in the process of revising the 
opinion based on the comments received. The final opinion has not yet been 
published. 

• Based on the currently available (limited) information, the exposure does not 
give cause of concern for adverse health effects. Nevertheless, there is concern 
about the large production volume, the increasing use and the fact that not all 
food categories have been analyzed. 

• COM indicated that the analytical method is still being worked on. When 
available, further discussions will be held about monitoring. 

• EFSA CONT Panel of 13-15 September 2022: Risk assessment of PCNs in food 
and feed (EFSA-Q-2020-00663). 

• EFSA Draft Scientific Opinion on the risks for animal and human health related 
to the presence of PCN in feed and food, in the scientific domain Contaminants 
launched (Issued: 24/11/23. Deadline: 14/01/24) 

• On Agenda CWG on POPs of 3/09/24: 
o PCNs 

▪ Presentation of the EFSA opinion Risks for animal and human 
health related to the presence of PCNs in feed and food. 

▪ Discussion on follow-up 
o Chlorinated paraffins 

▪ Approach for the analysis of chlorinated paraffins in food 
(and feed) 

• Discussion on a draft Recommendation on the monitoring of PCN in food. 

• On PAFF agenda 10/04/25: Feedback from the CWG on contaminants, in 
particular as regards the monitoring of PCNs in food.  PAFF summary here 

- 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/public-consultation-draft-efsa-opinion-chlorinated
https://connect.efsa.europa.eu/RM/s/publicconsultation2/a0lTk00000012W1/pc0725
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/3abcc931-9caa-4af8-a2ff-8a6d7fae4cbf_en?filename=reg-com_toxic_20250410_agenda.pdfhttps://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/3abcc931-9caa-4af8-a2ff-8a6d7fae4cbf_en?filename=reg-com_toxic_20250410_agenda.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ab74ad82-82aa-4262-985c-8be2f15217b9_en?filename=reg-com_toxic_20250410_sum.pdf
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Arsenic (potentially affecting all ingredients, particularly associated with meats, fish, seaweed, some cereals including rice) 

• CWG on Environmental Contaminants, 18/02/25 included EFSA presentation on 
its risk assessment of complex organoarsenic species in food 

o EFSA concluded that complex organoarsenic compounds are not a 
cause for public health concern. For the time being, more data on 
toxicity and toxicokinetics, and more monitoring data are needed. 

o COM indicated that if one would like to establish a recommendation 
for monitoring for arsenic sugars and lipids, the EURL should be asked 
whether suitable methods are available for this. 

o EURL indicated that a method is available, but that not many 
laboratories are yet familiar with it. 

• CWG on 25/11/25: Metals and iodine in seaweed 
a. Presentation by NO on mitigation measures for iodine in seaweed. 
b. Draft Reg as regards MLs for Cd, iAs, iodine and Pb in seaweed. 

• Reg. 2025/1891 amending Reg. 2023/915 as regards MLs of inorganic arsenic in 

fish and other seafood 

• Metals and iodine in seaweed on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26:  
o a. Draft Reg as regards MLs for Cd, iAs, iodine and Pb in seaweed.  
o b. Draft monitoring Recommendation on of metals and iodine in algae, 

halophytes and products based on algae 

• Draft monitoring Recommendation for heavy metals in canned fish on Agenda 
for CWG on 12-13/03/26 

• Finalisation of the discussion on a draft Reg. amend. Reg. 2023/915 for the 
purpose of clarifying certain provisions and as regards MLs of afla, OTA, DON, 
HCA, As, Ni, Cd and melamine in food on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2025/1891/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2025/1891/oj/eng
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Lead (potentially affecting all ingredients, particularly associated with meats, fish, some vegetables, some cereals including rice, some oil seeds and tree nuts) 

• Reg. 2021/1317 amending Reg. 1881/2006 as regards MLs of Pb in certain 
foodstuffs. 

• CODEX - CCCF June 2025: MLs for Pb in certain food categories (at Step 7) 
CX/CF 25/18/5 

• CODEX - CCCF June 2025: Analysis of occurrence data of Pb in spice mixtures 
CX/CF 25/18/18 

• EFSA scientific report on dietary exposure to Pb in the European population 
(Issued: 08/08/25) 

• On CWG agenda on 25/11/25: Draft proposal on MLs for Pb in spices, dried 
herbs, sugar, syrup and confectionary 

o During the CCCF, MLs for Pb in certain foods were identified. COM 
proposes to align the EU MLs for paprika powder and sumac, Szechuan 
pepper, bark used as spices, mace, white sugar and brown sugar with 
these Codex MLs. For spices of carrot and rhizome, the COM proposes 
not to increase the ML. Also, discussion on MLs for brown sugar made 
from sugar beets. 

o COM also proposed new MLs for meat and offal, lower MLs for milk, 
new MLs for tea and herbal infusions, new MLs for chocolate and 
chocolate products, lower ML for food supplements and a new ML for 
meat substitutes. 

• Pb on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 
o a. Draft proposal on MLs for Pb in spices, dried herbs, sugar, syrup 

and confectionary (Codex MLs).  
o b. New or revised Pb MLs following the 2025 EFSA exposure 

assessment 

• Metals and iodine in seaweed on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26:  
o a. Draft Reg as regards MLs for Cd, iAs, iodine and Pb in seaweed.  
o b. Draft monitoring Recommendation on of metals and iodine in 

algae, halophytes and products based on algae 

• Draft monitoring Recommendation for heavy metals in canned fish on Agenda 
for CWG on 12-13/03/26 

 

Nitrate 

• EFSA Risk assessment of nitrate and nitrite in feed (published 4/11/20). 

• Decision 2022/696 granting a derogation requested by Ireland pursuant to 
Directive 91/676/EEC concerning the protection of waters against pollution 
caused by nitrates from agricultural sources. 

• On agenda for CWG for agricultural contaminants (14/02/24) Proposed 
modification to Reg. 1182/2006 (sampling and analysis of nitrates) 

• Informal report of CWG on Agricultural Contaminants on 8/07/24 indicates that 
a proposal has been made by a MS for the change of Reg. 1182/2006. The EC 
has asked for advice from the EURL and it indicates that it does not see the 
need for the change. 

• EUBA-EFSA-FEEDCO-2024-01: Role of nitrate/nitrite and of processing and 
storage in the N-nitrosamine formation in certain foods (Deadline: 12/12/27) 

• On agenda for CWG on 19/01/26 and 16/02/26, MLs for nitrates and nitrites 
in certain foods  

o Review of the EU MLs for nitrates in food (leafy vegetables)  
o Setting of MLs for nitrates in other foods of plant origin  
o Consideration of the need for setting MLs for nitrites in certain foods 

of plant origin 
 

 

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/1317/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:364:0005:0024:EN:PDF
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9577
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6290
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec_impl/2022/696/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex%3A31991L0676
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Cadmium (Cd) 

• Recommendation on reduction of Cd in food (2014/193/EU). 

• Reg. 2019/1009 laying down rules on the making available on the market of EU 
fertilising products and amending Reg. No 1069/2009. 

• Reg. 2021/1323 amend Reg. 1881/2006 as regards MLs of Cd in certain 
foodstuffs 

• Reg. 2023/1510 of 20/07/2023 amending Reg. 2023/915 as regards MLs of Cd 
in tiger nuts and certain cultivated fungi 

• Cdin truffles (tuber species) in EU MS: levels detected in fresh truffles at levels 
above the ML of wild fungi. 

• CODEX - CCCF April 2024: Development of a CoP practice for the prevention 
and reduction of Cd contamination in foods 

• CODEX - CCCF June 2025: CoP for the prevention and reduction of Cd 
contamination in foods (at Step 4) CX/CF 25/18/6 

• Cd on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 
o  a. Truffles 
o b. Meat replacement products 

• Metals and iodine in seaweed on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26:  
o a. Draft Reg. as regards MLs for Cd, iAs, iodine and Pb in seaweed.  
o b. Draft monitoring Recommendation on of metals and iodine in algae, 

halophytes and products based on algae 

• Draft monitoring Recommendation for heavy metals in canned fish on Agenda for 
CWG on 12-13/03/26 

• Finalisation of the discussion on a draft Reg. amend. Reg. 2023/915 for the 
purpose of clarifying certain provisions and as regards MLs of afla, OTA, DON, 
HCA, As, Ni, Cd and melamine in food on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 

Nickel (Ni) (Grains and grain-based products, Chocolate and chocolate-based products, Non-alcoholic beverages (cocoa-based beverages, coffee), Alcoholic beverages 
(beer), nuts and oils seeds 

• PHE issued updated guidance on Ni: health effects, incident management and 
toxicology (07/08/18). 

• EFSA updated risk assessment of Ni in food and drinking water (05/11/20). 

• Ni: estimate of long-term intake via food based on the BfR MEAL Study 
(22/11/22) 

• Recommendation 2024/907 on the monitoring of Ni in food 

• Reg. 2024/1045 amend Reg. 333/2007 as regards the methods of sampling and 
analysis for the control of levels of Ni in foodstuffs and amending certain 
reference 

• Reg. 2024/1987 amend Reg. 2023/915 as regards ML of Ni in certain foodstuffs 

• Late December 2025: Data from FRUCOM indicated that Ni in hazelnuts 
frequently exceeded the ML of 3.5 mg/kg, despite full compliance with GAP. 

o Certain areas have higher Ni soil concentrations 
o Hazelnuts do not significantly contribute to overall Ni dietary 

exposure. 

• Ni on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 
o a. Hazelnuts 
o b. Oregano 

• Finalisation of the discussion on a draft Reg. amend. Reg. 2023/915 for the 
purpose of clarifying certain provisions and as regards MLs of afla, OTA, DON, 
HCA, As, Ni, Cd and melamine in food on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014H0193
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R1009
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:300:0001:0033:EN:PDF
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/1323/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/1323/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R1510
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nickel-properties-incident-management-and-toxicology?utm_source=74b76353-7f19-4d91-becc-4be7a4827980&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nickel-properties-incident-management-and-toxicology?utm_source=74b76353-7f19-4d91-becc-4be7a4827980&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/6268
https://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/349/nickel-estimate-of-long-term-intake-via-food-based-on-the-bfr-meal-study.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202400907
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401045
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401045
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401045
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401987
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Before 31 December 2024  After 1 January 2025 

Mercury (Hg) and Methyl Mercury (CH3Hg), (potentially affecting fish and rice, spices, oil seeds) 

• Reg. 420/2011 amending Reg. 1881/2006. 

• Reg. 836/2011 amending Reg. 333/2007. 

• EFSA Opinion on the risk for public health related to the presence of Hg and 
CH3Hg in food. 

• EFSA Opinion on the risks and benefits of fish/seafood consumption as regards 
CH3Hg. 

• Hg under pesticide legislation: Reg. 2018/73 amending Annexes II and III to 
Reg. 396/2005 as regards MRLs for Hg compounds in or on certain products 
(18/01/18). 

• PHE issued guidance Hg: health effects, incident management and toxicology 
(14/08/19). 

• Reg. 2022/617 amend Reg. 1881/2006as regards MLs of Hg in fish and salt. 

• Recommendation 2022/1342 on the monitoring of Hg in fish, crustaceans and 
molluscs. 

• CODEX - CCCF April 2024: Sampling plans for CH3Hg in fish (at Step 4) 

• Technical discussion at the CWG Environmental and Industrial Contaminants 6-
7/05/25 on MLs for Hg in canned fish 

• COM also shared a draft mandate for EFSA to conduct a risk-benefit assess-
ment of contaminant exposure through fish. Contaminants include dioxins, dl-
PCBs, PFAS, PBDEs, iAs, oAs, and CH3Hg. The RB analysis will use 2022 TEFs and 
focus only on fish, not shellfish or crustaceans. 

• CWG on 25/11/25: Mercury in canned fish  
a. Need for possible specific MLs 
b. Need for further monitoring  
c. Harmonised sampling requirements for heavy metals in canned fish 
A number of MS doubt whether the database is large enough and propose to 
generate more monitoring data first. 
A MS wonders why a separate ML is proposed for mercury in canned tuna, but 
not for other products. 
Netherlands indicated that, although initially in favour of establishing MLs for 
canned fish, the Netherlands now foresees some problems.  

• CH3Hg on Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26: “EFSA scientific report on the 
frequency of consumption of different fish, crustacean and mollusc species 
contributing to methylmercury exposure and consumer awareness of national 
advice on their consumption”. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:111:0003:0006:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:364:0005:0024:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:215:0009:0016:EN:PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32007R0333
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/2985.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/2985.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/3761.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/3761.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R0073
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32005R0396
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mercury-properties-incident-management-and-toxicology?utm_source=d218d7f1-5d29-449a-bcc1-cfe5ce84b341&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/617/oj
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:364:0005:0024:EN:PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reco/2022/1342/oj
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N-Nitrosamines 

• EFSA “Risk assessment of N‐nitrosamines in food” Published 28/03/23 

• EFSA issued a call for data regarding N-nitrosamines in food (on the possible 
relationship with nitrate/nitrite in food; and the effect of food processing and 
storage). 

• COM has drafted a Recommendation on monitoring. Recommendation 
addresses the analytical method, and which products should be monitored. The 
question is whether indicative limits should be included. 

• On agenda of CWG on environmental and industrial contaminants held on 27-
28/06/24: 

o Discussion on a draft monitoring recommendation 
o Compilation of good practices to prevent/minimize the presence in 

food 
o Establishment of MLs 

• Draft COM monitoring recommendation for 10 potentially carcinogenic N-
nitrosamines discussed at CWG (12- 13/12/24) 

o anticipated to cover cured/processed meat products, processed fish, 
cocoa and products containing cocoa, beer and other alcoholic 
beverages, processed vegetables, cereals, milk and other dairy 
products, and fermented, preserved and seasoned foods. 

• EUBA-EFSA-FEEDCO-2024-01: Role of nitrate/nitrite and of processing and 
storage in the N-nitrosamine formation in certain foods (Deadline: 12/12/27) 

• Presentation as part of Fresenius conference 13/11/25 

• draft recommendation on monitoring the presence of N-nitrosamines in food 
circulated by FDE on 06/02/26. 

 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2023.7884


 

Before 31 December 2025 After 1 January 2026 

 

22  Last Update 10/02/26 

Food Contaminants Issue Tracker  

 
Perchlorate (water, infant milk, fruit and in vegetables) 

• EFSA published a scientific report on perchlorate dietary exposure assessment 
for the European population (24/10/17) 

• Reg. 2019/2093 amending Reg. No 333/2007 

• Reg. 2020/685 amending Reg.1881/2006 

• Directive (EU) 2020/2184 on the quality of water intended for human con-
sumption (recast) 

• Reg. 2020/685 amending Reg.1881/2006 as regards MLs of perchlorate in cer-
tain foods. 

• Reg. 2024/1002 on MLs of perchlorate in beans (Phaseolus vulgaris) with pods 

• Reg. 2023/2782 separately lists dried herbs, herbal infusions, teas, etc., where-
as Reg. 333/2007 lists dried herbs but not tea. Based on this, the total sample 
of tea for official perchlorate control should be 1 kg, while for PA control it 
should be a multiple of basic samples with a mass of 40 (80) g. COM will amend 
Reg. 333/2007 and see if this applies to other substances. 

• EFSA Consultation on draft Update of the Scientific Opinion on the risks for 
human health related to the presence of perchlorate in food, in the scientific 
domain Contaminants (11/12/24-11/02/25) 

• Update of the EFSA Scientific Opinion on the risks for human health related to 
the presence of perchlorate in food (Issued: 12/05/25). 

o Recommends more information on concentrations of perchlorate in 
human milk in the European population. 

o Improvement of the sensitivity of the analytical methods to reduce 
uncertainty in exposure assessments. 

o More information on perchlorate exposure to the fetal thyroid gland 
and its impact on thyroid homeostasis and neurodevelopment. 

o A better characterisation of the possible effects of moderate iodine 
reduction caused by perchlorate (or other goitrogens) in populations 
with iodine deficiency/insufficiency would reduce uncertainty. 

• On Agenda for CWG on 12-13/03/26 
o  “Discussion on a Commission Implementing Reg. 2026/xxx amending 

Reg. 333/2007 as regards methods of analysis for the control of the levels 
of certain processing contaminants and perchlorate in foods” 

o “Update of the EFSA Scientific Opinion on the risks for human health 
related to the presence of perchlorate in food: Discussion on possible 
follow-up” 

 

 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5043
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5043
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R2093&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32007R0333
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32020R0685
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32006R1881
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2020.435.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2020%3A435%3ATOC
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2020/685/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32006R1881
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1002/oj
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9393
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9393
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2007/333/oj/eng
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9393
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9393
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Mineral Oil Hydrocarbons (MOSH) (deliberate and/or environmental contaminant - potentially oils and migration from card packaging, potential issue for raw materials 
stored or transported in corrugated cases e.g., dried fruit and nuts) 

• Recommendation 2017/84 (16/01/17). 

• FDE “Toolbox for preventing the transfer of undesired MOH into food” 
03/09/18. 

• JRC guidance document on sampling, analysis and data reporting for the 
monitoring of MOSH/MOAH in food and food contact materials. 

• Opinion of the COM: PAFF Section Novel Food and Toxicological Safety of the 
Food Chain, 19 October 2022 – A.03 Clarifications on the joint statement of 21 
April 2022 of the MS regarding the presence of MOAH in food, including food 
for infants and young children. 

• EU JRC Determination of MOSH and MOAH in edible oil 

• EFSA published its updated risk assessment (13/09/23) 

• Dutch NVWA announced Temporary enforcement policy MOAH in foodstuffs as 
of 01/01/24. 

• Summary report of PAFF of 27/02/24: Updates on the stakeholder Forum and 
its follow-up. 

• On agendas for CWG on environmental and industrial contaminants 27-
28/06/24 and 12-13/12/24. 

• Approach for regulating MOAH in food additives on agenda of the mtg of CWG 
on Environmental Contaminants (6-7/05/25) 

• Stakeholders’ forum on MOAH in food additives 03/10/25 

• FDE submitted letter as a follow up to the forum (21/11/2025) 
o Highlighted the importance of validated, harmonised analytical 

methods for  enforcement and data reliability 
o Stressed that future MLs for MOAH must be technically feasible. 
o Regulation should address MOAH in food additives within Reg. 

231/2012 

• COM intends to adopt the measure in Q3/26. PAFF vote expected Q1 or Q2 2026. 

• CWG on 02/02/26 update: three drafts on MLs MOAH in food currently ‘in valida-
tion’. 
 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017H0084&from=IT
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/publication/preventing-transfer-of-undesired-mineral-oil-hydrocarbons-into-food/
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/guidance-sampling-analysis-and-data-reporting-monitoring-mineral-oil-hydrocarbons-food-and-food
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/299917/085826/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/299917/085826/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/299917/085826/1/attachment
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/core/api/integration/ers/299917/085826/1/attachment
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC133284
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/8215
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2012/231/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2012/231/oj/eng
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Official sampling and analysis 

• Reg. 2023/2782 laying down the methods of sampling and analysis for the control of the levels of mycotoxins in food and repealing Reg. 401/2006 

• Reg. 2023/2783 laying down the methods of sampling and analysis for the control of the levels of plant toxins in food and repealing Reg. 2015/705 

• Reg. 2024/885 amend Reg. 2023/2782 laying down the methods of sampling and analysis for the control of the levels of mycotoxins in food as regards the method of 
sampling for dried herbs, herbal infusions (dried product), teas (dried product) and powdered spices 

• Reg. 2024/1045 amend Reg. 333/2007 as regards the methods of sampling and analysis for the control of levels of Ni in foodstuffs and amending certain reference 

• Reg. 2024/2463 laying down analytical methods applicable to official controls performed for the verification of compliance of food business operators with Reg. 
2073/2005 

• Reg. 2024/3153 amend Reg. 2019/1793 on the temporary increase of official controls and emergency measures governing the entry into the Union of certain goods from 

certain third countries implementing Regs. 2017/625 and 178/2002 of the EP and of the Council 

• Corrigendum 2025/3153 to Reg. 2024/3153 amend Reg. 2019/1793 on the temporary increase of official controls and emergency measures governing the entry into the 

Union of certain goods from certain third countries implementing Regs. 2017/625 and 178/2002 of the EP and of the Council 

• Reg. 2025/1441 amend Reg. 2019/1793 on the temporary increase of official controls and emergency measures governing the entry into the Union of certain goods from 
certain third countries implementing Regs. 2017/625 and 178/2002 of the EP and of the Council 

• Reg. 2025/355 amend Reg. 2022/2389 concerning the establishment of frequency rates for identity checks and physical checks on consignments of plants, plant 
products and other objects entering the Union 

• Corrigendum 2025/90152 to Reg. 2018/2019 establishing a provisional list of high-risk plants, plant products or other objects, within the meaning of Article 42 of Reg. 
2016/2031 and a list of plants for which phytosanitary certificates are not required for introduction into the Union, within the meaning of Article 73 of that Reg. 

• Corrigendum 2025/90153 to Reg. 2020/1213 concerning the phytosanitary measures for the introduction into the Union of certain plants, plant products and other 
objects which have been removed from the Annex to Reg. 2018/2019 

• Corrigendum to Reg. 2025/1441 amend Reg. 2019/1793 on the temporary increase of official controls and emergency measures governing the entry into the Union of 

certain goods from certain third countries Regs. 2017/625 and 178/2002 of the EP and of the Council. 
• Reg 2025/2651 of 16 October 2025 amending Reg. 2021/1698 as regards certain criteria for the establishment of the list of high-risk third countries and high-risk 

products 

• Reg. 2026/187 of 28 January 2026 amending Implementing Reg. 2021/405 as regards the lists of third countries or regions thereof authorised for the entry into the 
Union of consignments of certain animals and goods intended for human consumption in accordance with Reg. 2017/625 of the EP and of the Council 

• Reg. 2026/194 of 28 January 2026 amending Implementing Reg. 2019/1793 on the temporary increase of official controls and emergency measures governing the entry 
into the Union of certain goods from certain third countries implementing Regs. 2017/625 and 178/2002 of the EP and of the Council 

 
 
 

•  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2023/2782/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2023/2783
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/885/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/885/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401045
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/2463/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/2463/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/3153/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2024/3153/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2025/1441/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2025/1441/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2025/355/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2025/355/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202590152
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202590152
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2020/1213/corrigendum/2025-02-24/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2020/1213/corrigendum/2025-02-24/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202590643
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202590643
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2025/2651/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2025/2651/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2026/187/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2026/187/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600194
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202600194
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Radiation/Radionuclides (including Chernobyl and Fukushima incidents) 

• Reg. 297/2011, (26/03/11). 

• Reg. 351/2011, amending Reg. 297/2011 (12/04/11). Corrigendum issued on 13/04/11. 

• Reg. 657/2011 amending Reg. 297/2011 (08/07/11). 

• Reg. 961/2011 repealing Reg. 297/2011 (28/09/11). 

• Reg. 1371/2011 amending Reg. 961/2011 (22/12/11). 

• Reg. 250/2012 amending Reg. 961/2011 (23/03/12). 

• Reg. 284/2012 repealing Reg. 961/2011 (30/03/12). 

• Reg. 561/2012 amending Reg. 284/2012 (28/06/12). 

• Reg. 996/2012 repealing Reg. 284/2012 (27/10/12). 

• Reg. 495/2013 amending Reg. 996/2012 (30/05/13). 

• Reg. 322/2014 (29/03/14). 

• Reg. 2016/6 repealing Reg. 322/2014 (06/01/16). 

• Reg. 2016/52 repealing Reg. 3954/87, Reg. 944/89 and Reg. 770/90. 

• Reg. 2017/2058 amending Reg. 2016/6 (11/11/17). 

• Reg. 2019/1787 amending Reg. 2016/6 (25/10/19). 

• Reg. 2020/1158 Chernobyl nuclear power station (06/08/20). 

• REPORT FROM THE COM TO THE EP AND THE COUNCIL on food and food ingredients treated with ionising radiation for the years 2018-2019 (24/02/21). 

• COM published Staff Working Document on the evaluation of the EU legislative framework for the treatment of food with ionising radiation (Directives 1999/2/EC and 
1999/3/EC). 

• Reg. 2021/1533 repealing Reg. (EU) 2016/6. 

• Reg. 2022/618 correcting the French language version of Reg. 2021/1533. 

• Reg. 2023/1453 repealing Reg. 2021/1533. 

• Reg. 2024/256 amending Reg. 2020/1158 on the conditions governing imports of food and feed originating in third countries following the accident at the Chernobyl nu-
clear power station 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:080:0005:0008:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:097:0020:0023:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:080:0005:0008:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:098:0016:0016:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:180:0039:0042:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:080:0005:0008:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:252:0010:0015:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:080:0005:0008:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:341:0041:0044:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:252:0010:0015:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:082:0003:0004:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:252:0010:0015:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:092:0016:0023:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:252:0010:0015:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:168:0017:0020:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:092:0016:0023:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:299:0031:0041:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:092:0016:0023:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:143:0003:0010:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:299:0031:0041:EN:PDF
http://old.eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2014:095:0001:0011:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016R0006
http://old.eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2014:095:0001:0011:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016R0052
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31987R3954:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31989R0944:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31990R0770:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2017.294.01.0029.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2017:294:TOC
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016R0006
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32019R1787
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016R0006
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2020.257.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2020%3A257%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2021%3A79%3AFIN&qid=1614244621924
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021SC0225&rid=10
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2021/1533/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2016/6/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2022/618/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2021/1533/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023R1453
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R1533
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024R0256
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R1158


 

 

26  Last Update 10/02/26 

Food Contaminants Issue Tracker 

 
Glossary 
ANSES   — Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire(French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety) 
As   — Arsenic 
BfR — Bundesinstitut für Risikobewertung (German federal Institute for Risk Assessment) 
BFR   — Brominated Flame Retardants  
CAC/Codex  — Codex Alimentarius Commission  
CCCF   — Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods 
Cd   — Cadmium 
COM   — European Commission 
CONTAM  — EFSA Scientific Panel on Contaminants in the food chain 
CoP   — Code of Practice  
CWG   — Commission Working Group/Expert Group 
DAS   — Diacetoxyscirpenol 
Δ8-THC   — delta-8-tetrahydrocannabinol 
Δ9-THC   — delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol 
DL-PCBs   — Dioxin-like PCBs 
DON   — Deoxynivalenol 
ED   — Endocrine Disruptor(s)/Disrupting 
ECHA   — European Chemicals Agency 
EURL   — EU Reference Laboratory 
EFSA   — European Food Safety Authority 
EP   — European Parliament 
FAO   — Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
FDE   — FoodDrinkEurope (previously CIAA - Confederation of the Food and Drink Industries of the EU) 
HACCP   — Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point 
HCA   — Hydrocyanic Acid 
Hg   — Mercury 
HT-2   — Trichothecene mycotoxin 
iAS   — Inorganic Arsenic 
JECFA   — Joint FAO/WHO Committee on Food Additives 
JRC   — EU Joint Research Centre 
ML   — Maximum Limit/Level[s] 
MOAH   — Mineral Oil Aromatic Hydrocarbons  
MOE   — Margin of exposure 
MOSH   — Mineral Oil Saturated Hydrocarbons 
MRL   — Maximum Residue Limit (pesticides) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trichothecene
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mycotoxin
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MS   — Member State[s] (EU) 
NDL-PCBs  — Non-dioxin-like PCBs 
NL   — Netherlands 
OA   — Opium Alkaloids 
oAs   — Organic Arsenic 
OTA   — Ochratoxin A 
PA   — Pyrrolizidine Alkaloids 
PAFF   —Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed (PAFF Committee) - Successor to the SCoFCAH as of October 2014. 
Pb   — Lead 
PCB   — Polychlorinated biphenyl 
PCN   — Polychlorinated Naphthalene 
PFAS   — Perfluorinated Alkylated Substances (PFOS and PFOA) 
PFNA   — Perfluorononanoic Acid 
PFOA   — Perfluorooctanoic Acid 
PFOS   — Perflurate Sulfonate 
PHE   — Public Health England (UK) 
POP   — Persistent Organic Pollutant 
QA   — Quinolinone Alkaloids 
RASFF   — Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed 
T-2   — Trichothecene mycotoxins 
TA   — Tropane alkaloids 
TEF   — Toxic equivalency factor 
WHO   — World Health Organisation 
WTO   — World Trade Organisation 
ZEA   — Zearalenone 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trichothecene
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mycotoxin

