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SPCS Season Review and 

Trends



Weather impact on Growing Season Inspections (GSI’s)

The 2024 season was a very rare one in that GSI’s were still being completed in September due to late planting caused 
by wet weather. In most years, the majority of GSI’s are completed in June and July.

Conversely, the 2025 season had a very early planting season with most GSI’s completed in July. However, some delays 
occurred due to crops stopping due to lack of rain. We focused on inspecting at the right growth stage rather than 

calendar days since 1st inspection.

Some crops were still growing a long time after second inspection to when haulm destruction occurred. Risk of in 
season virus spread not picked up at second inspections.  Also, secondary growth on tubers.

NB  Growing season inspection timing

i) First inspection when plants have met along the row and just before they meet across the rows
ii) Second inspection takes place two weeks after the first inspection towards the end of flowering
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SPCS – 2025 seed area per region

NE  64% 

ERN  11.4% 

ERS  0.55% 

ERC  6.67% 

SC  0% 

SE  0.6% 

ME  0% 

83 %

SW  5.19% 

NW  0%

WCS 3.05%

MW  3.68% 

SWW  4.47% 
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Origin of Seed
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Other downgrades



Grower Feedback on inspection policy

Topic Current situation Summary of feedback

Blank rows Blank rows required between all stocks Blank rows attract aphids. 

21 day haulm destruction 21 days post second inspection when 
virus level exceeds 1/3 of tolerance for 
the grade or for all Pre-basic stocks

Due to withdrawal of authorisation for 
different sprays in recent years, the 
arsenal available to achieve a successful 
HD is becoming small. 



Guidance

Guidance

Explanatory Guide to the Seed Potato 
Classification Scheme and Approved 
Stock Scheme 2025 to 2026

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/681386c4b0ef2c9850525450/SPCS_and_AS_explanatory_guide_2025_to_2026.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/681386c4b0ef2c9850525450/SPCS_and_AS_explanatory_guide_2025_to_2026.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/681386c4b0ef2c9850525450/SPCS_and_AS_explanatory_guide_2025_to_2026.pdf




Annex – additional information
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