FLC Meeting Update

1. Food Information and labelling Team 
2. Food strategy 
3. Food labelling guidance 
4. BMG-ADAS cost of labelling changes project
5. Recycling Traceability
6. Codex Committee on Food Labelling
7. Defra Agri-Food Bulletin

Food Information and labelling Team 
The food labelling team has had one colleague move to a different post. Although we now have fewer resources than before, we are aiming to continuing work on the same portfolios. However, we may need to prioritise/ deprioritise specific work streams, based on resources available to the team.
Food Strategy 
· Our ambitious food strategy will set and deliver clear long-term outcomes that create a healthier, fairer, and more resilient food system. 
· This will be the first time that the priority outcomes we want from the food system have been brought together in one place, providing the clarity, coordination and coherence that we need to drive meaningful change. 
· The strategy will set the food system up for long-term success and ensure that our food system can feed the nation, realise its potential for economic growth, protect the planet, and nourish individuals, now and in the future.  
· The Food Strategy Advisory Board has launched and will bring together senior leaders from across the food system, to advise on the government’s plan for change. Defra Minister Daniel Zeichner will serve as Chair, with the first of the regular monthly meeting scheduled for the 26 March. 
Food labelling guidance
We are aware that some guidance is out of date and are considering the best way to handle guidance overall in a holistic way. This will involve working collaboratively with key stakeholders’ including the Business Expert Group representatives.
BMG-ADAS commissioned cost of labelling changes project 
Please note that while the penultimate ‘near final’ draft has been received, it has not yet been peer reviewed so some of the following details are subject to revision, among the more pertinent provisional findings are the following: 
· The regression findings collectively indicate that labelling costs are higher for larger businesses.
· Businesses that change labels only in response to regulatory requirements face considerably higher costs than those making regular changes, suggesting significant benefits to implementing systematic label change processes.
· Companies that outsource printing face approximately 10 times higher costs compared to those using in-house printing.
· The use of glass packaging is associated with considerably higher costs across all specifications, likely due to technical complexity and quality requirements, with some significances in particular specifications for fibre and flexible packaging, respectively.
· Most food businesses in the sample survey (174/198, 88%) spend less than £20,000 per annum on changing a food and drink label.
· On costs generally, (on average):
· direct costs make up 70.4% of total label change costs for surveyed businesses
· indirect costs make up 29.6% of total label change costs for those surveyed 
· redesign/imaging costs make up the greatest proportion (27.39%) of total label change costs.
· On costs associated with ‘Country of Origin’ labelling changes that are incurred by businesses, (i) one-off additional costs totalled £5,973; (ii) regular or ongoing additional costs totalled £4,088 (on average).
· Generally, opinion is divided on whether changing a food or drink product label provides identifiable benefits to businesses:
· In the survey for those respondents (n=53) who stated that they had derived benefits from their food labelling practices, 58% indicated that they were able to quantify those benefits in terms of additional sales turnover. The majority (62%) of these respondents indicated increased sales turnover of between 10% and 20%.
Recycling Traceability 
[bookmark: _Hlk193796480]In the process of finalising our legislation introducing Extended Producer Responsibility for packaging (pEPR) reforms (which came into force on 1st January 2025) we took the decision to remove the provisions from the SI that relate to the introduction of mandatory labelling. This is a temporary position, and the UK Governments (England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales) remain committed to a mandatory labelling regime to make it easier for consumers to understand how to recycle packaging correctly, and ultimately for the scheme to deliver its environmental outcomes. 
We will introduce mandatory labelling across the UK, likely via an amendment to our pEPR regulations, and our approach is likely to be consistent across all nations of the UK. In preparing these provisions, we will review the forthcoming EU packaging legislation and explore the potential for consistency across our approaches, seeking to minimise the costs and complexity of the arrangements for those businesses trading across all these markets, while protecting our commitment to the importance of labelling as part of the overall objectives of these reforms. 
We will keep you informed about the labelling requirements through the Resources and Waste forums and newsletter, which you can subscribe to here Get the latest news and updates from the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs on the Resources & Waste Reforms.
Codex Committee on Food Labelling 
As previously mentioned, our colleague who previously led on Codex has left the food labelling team. Consequently, Chris and Ahmed will be taking over this work moving forward. Following the 48th Codex Committee on Food Labelling (CCFL48), where the UK-led E-commerce paper was adopted at Step 8, the UK CCFL team is currently in a planning and prioritising phase. While the next meeting is anticipated to take place in April/May 2026, we are preparing to reach out to our stakeholders. If you are interested in the work of the CCFL and would like to stay informed about our activities or be added to our stakeholder list, please let us know.
Defra Agri-Food Bulletin 
Lastly, we want to highlight the weekly Defra Agri-Food Bulletin, which provides updates on a weekly basis. A link to the latest bulletin can be found here, and you can find an option to subscribe to email updates at the bottom of the page. 





